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a note from our executive director
Over the past year, CTEC served a record-breaking number
of students pursuing their dreams, thanks to an incredible
partnership with Fort Scott Community College and expanded
programming. Each of those students learned both technical
and life skills on our campus. Many competed at the state and
national level with their newfound skills, while others used
theirs to help make their communities a better place. Many
upperclassman graduated from their local high schools, a feat
some of them believed impossible before coming to CTEC.
Today, you’ll find our students working towards
success, prosperity, and a better quality of life

Our students are

thanks to the careers they’re building with local

working towards

employers. One of our welding students recently
told me, “I never thought I’d make this much

success, prosperity,

money, especially right out of high school.”
Last summer, I spoke to a discouraged pre-

and a better
quality of life...

physical therapy student entering his second
year. Although he had a great GPA and was
thriving in the classroom, this young man found himself struggling with whether physical therapy was the right career for
him. After a great deal of thought, he reached out to me and expressed his desire to switch to CTEC and earn an Associate
degree in Construction Trades through Fort Scott Community College.
In the months that followed, I watched this student apply himself in the classroom and during his summer apprenticeship.
After just a short time on our campus, this young man told me, “Construction actually comes natural to me. I truly understand
it and finally feel ‘smart.’” Following graduation from our program, he accepted and excellent full-time position within
a Kansas City-area school district’s facilities department. He is also working towards completing his Master Plumber
certification in the future.

CTEC is a non-profit alliance
that connects motivated
individuals to meaningful
careers through educational
partnerships. We are the
vital link that unites local
high schoolers to accredited,
collegiate-quality trades
education. When students

While I am proud of each student that graduates from our program, I am especially proud of this one in particular. His
name is Will Mengarelli., and Will is my son. He chose to pursue a life in the skilled trades because he experienced the
challenge and gratification it brings with it. When Will told me he wanted to make a switch to our campus, I couldn’t have
been more honored or proud. You see, I truly believe CTEC isn’t “just” a tech-ed center, or a place for “other people’s kids.’
Our campus is a center of innovation and trades education that I truly trust with my own family’s journey.
Earlier this spring, I was honored to receive the Business Education Alliance’s Bill Coleman Business Partner of the Year
Award from the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce. While I was humbled to receive it, I must admit these awards
aren’t my motivation - instead, they simply confirm that our program and the work we’re doing is “on-track.” Serving our
students as CTEC’s Executive Director is, and will always be, one of my life’s greatest honors. Thank you for allowing me
the privilege.
Sincerely,

complete our program, we
help them pursue fulfilling
careers with local employers.

Kris Mengarelli
CTEC Executive Director
krism@sekctec.com
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JOIN OUR

DUAL
ENROLLMENT
83% of students at CTEC
are concurrently enrolled,
meaning they’re students
at their high school, as well
as at Fort Scott Community
College. This allows them
to earn college credits for
their classwork, giving many
students who may not have
considered college a free
jump-start on their postsecondary education.

CTEC
CONNECTS

students with the next step in
their journey whenever possible:
whether that’s a local college or
university, or a local employer
seeking skilled labor.

At CTEC, we know there are many roads to success, and we’re here to
support our students as they begin their own unique

CTEC PAYS

Follow the roadway to learn how CTEC gets students on the road to success in an innovative way >>>

CTEC COLLABORATES
with local high schools to create class
schedules that allow their students to
participate in skilled trades education
courses on CTEC’s campus in the
Pittsburg Industrial Park.

for all expenses
associated with high
school students’
coursework and tuition
that exceed those
reimbursed by the
State of Kansas’ “Excel
in Career and Technical
Education” funding
program.

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

projects are a cornerstone of our
curriculum because we believe
community-conscious students become
more well-rounded individuals. Each
year, CTEC students participate in
projects that allow them to use their
skills to benefit their community.

School can be tough for
students like me with dyslexia.
But at CTEC, I learn using my
hands, gaining skills that’ll
build me a successful career
like anyone else.

STUDENT:
AGE: 18

zach

JOURNEY:

Become a full-time
traveling welder.

The Welding program is one of CTEC’s most
popular offerings, with a total of 63 students
enrolled during the 2018-2019 school year. This
year, Davis Oehme, our Welding instructor,
taught 51 students the trade by day and a dozen
by night. By year-end, 18 students earned their
American Welding Society’s D1.1 Structural
Steel Welding Certification, with another 18
earning a Certificate of Completion from Fort
Scott Community College.
After years of maximum student enrollment,
CTEC invested in an expansion of our welding
lab. This expansion included the addition of 6
new welding booths and a larger CNC plasma
table area, which the students helped build
themselves.

WELDING

CARPENTRY
STUDENT:

allison

AGE: 17

JOURNEY:

Become a Master
Carpenter or an
Architect

I’ve learned so much at CTEC.
Now I can actually read and
build from blueprints. That’ll
come in handy when I’m a
carpenter or architect one day.

Our Carpentry program experienced record-breaking
enrollment once again this year. Kim Coates, our
Carpentry instructor, helped guide 21 first-year students
and 12 second-year students through the program.
We were proud to take seven competitors to this year’s
SkillsUSA Carpentry Competition. Southeast Kansas’
next-generation carpenters were represented by Ashley
Breder, Allison Hibdon, Will Jameson, Nathan Kaufman,
Will Mengarelli, Kylee Nelson and Tyler Scroggins.
Will Jameson came home with an award in the High
School Carpentry Competition, while Nathan Kaufman
was awarded for his work in the Collegiate Carpentry
Competition.
SkillsUSA estimates there are currently 83,800 job
openings for carpenters in the United States. Upon
graduation, several CTEC students entered the workforce,
serving as carpenters for local builders.

AUTO TECH

I’m not a big fan of
bookwork - it’s all
theoretical and sometimes

Automotive Technology (Auto Tech) is another one of CTEC’s most popular courses, with 56 students enrolled during the

unrelatable. At CTEC, we

2018-2019 school year. Instructor Adam Nunn offers this program in four sections, with the first covering automotive basics

learn how to work in the

and the fourth functions as a capstone course, which includes an internship at a local garage.

real world, problem-solving

Students in our Auto Tech courses were given the opportunity to use a new tire machine and tire balancer, as well as a
significantly improved alignment machine, thanks to a Perkins Grant. This equipment allows our students to conduct a
complete tire maintenance and balance cycle themselves. One of our students recently told us they identified an alignment
issue while riding in their family care. The discovery prevented the family from wearing out their existing tires prematurely.
Talk about life skills that build confidence and save money!

with our own hands, in real
time. The skills I learn here
go straight from the Auto
Tech Lab to my life.

STUDENT:
AGE: 16

bailey

JOURNEY:

Get a job at a
local dealership or
automotive repair shop.

CTEC opened my eyes to
opportunities I may not have
known about without coming
here, like my interest in HVAC.

STUDENT:
AGE: 18

T. j.

JOURNEY:

Become a successful
HVAC technician during
the rodeo off-season.

CTEC’s HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning)
Program nearly doubled its enrollment this year, with 20
students learning the trade during the 2018-2019 school
year. Part of this boom in enrollment stems from CTEC
opening the course to high-schoolers for the first time.
Chris Sterret serves as the program’s instructor. His
students know him by his patient, calm demeanor. This
year, 18 adults students and 2 high school students
participated in this course, with 6 of the enrollees being
female students. This made the HVAC program CTEC’s
most diverse.
During the spring, our HVAC students lent their skills to
running ductwork and installing a new HVAC service in
a Habitat for Humanity home. Hands-on projects like
this pair our students’ trades education with communityaction projects, an effort we all can be proud of.

HVAC

MASONRY
STUDENT:

allen

AGE: 19

JOURNEY:

Become a
full-time mason
in Kansas City

You can’t build a wall or building
from a computer in a cubicle. Thanks
to CTEC, I know how to build things
with my own two hands. I’m proud of
the projects I’ve built and am always
looking forward to the next one.

This year, Instructor Nacoma Oehme taught 13
students the ins-and-outs of the masonry trade. The
course is broken into two separate sections. The first
covers fundamentals like tool useage and blueprint
reading, while the second focuses on executing
structurally sound and increasingly complex masonry
structures.
Although enrollment in CTEC’s masonry program
features more modest enrollment numbers, their
collective achievements are anything but small. CTEC
consistently brings impressive masonry competitors
to Kansas’ SkillsUSA competition. During the Spring
Semester Mason Jameson and Matt Pike reached
the top of the High School Masonry Division’s podium
(1st and 2nd place, respectively). Allen Blackburn also
represented CTEC during the Collegiate Division’s
competition, bringing home a 2nd place medal.
Masons are in high demand nationwide. Many of
CTEC’s Masonry students participate in summer
apprenticeship programs, which later transition into
full-time careers for local masonry companies.

I’m grateful for all of the
donors that make CTEC
possible. Thanks to them, we
aren’t stuck in classrooms
all day, just listening. Out

59.59%

here, we’re using our minds
and hands to prepare for

FACILITY &
MAINTENANCE
( $224,456.32 )

careers we really want.
Without their generosity,
kids like me and my
classmates wouldn’t have
the opportunity to prepare
for our futures like we do at
CTEC.
- Ty
17 year old
Auto Tech Student

CTEC was very pleased
to pay off the remaining
$153,316.00 of its
facility construction
loans this year, making
CTEC a debt-free entity.
By paying this lump
sum ahead of the note’s
maturity date, CTEC
saved considerable
financing charges. This
payoff will allow CTEC
to greatly reduce its
facility & maintenance
expenditures on the
current building in the
coming year.

12.12%

SCHOLARSHIPS
( $46,303.20 )

9.00%

UTILITIES
( $33,913.70 )

8.34%

SALARIES
( $31,421.20 )

3.50%
7.27%

COMMUNICATION
( $13,180.28 )

OTHER / MISCELLANEOUS
( $27,381.00 )

CTEC is extremely grateful for the support and financial contributions it has received from its donors
and sponsors over the past year. Gifts and partnerships like these continue to help CTEC thrive.
The Board of Directors and I are determined to be fiscally responsible with all donor monies. We strive
to ensure our financial management and program investments yield maximum positive impact on our
program and students.
Our donors and contributors can be confident that their generosity will be carefully allocated to
initiatives that will bring the most good to CTEC and those it serves.
- Kris Mengarelli
CTEC Executive Director
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THANK YOU
FOR MAKING
OUR JOURNEY
donors & Supporters

%

of our
students said

THEY WANT
TO PURSUE A
CAREER IN THE
SKILLED TRADES

POSSIBLE

Kansas Crossing Casino + Hotel

after taking courses
on our campus

Affordable Remodel Company
Broadway Lumber
B-Squared Roofing
Calls Tire

Central Building
Chadd’s Automotive
Cobb Realty
Crossland Construction Company, Inc.
Home Center Construction
Kendall Packaging
Kings Automotive
Live Well Crawford County
Madl Construction
Tri-State Construction & Supply
Vietti Auto Body

Board of directors

Vinardi Heating & Air

President: Blaise Bauer, USD 246

96

%

Vice President: Blake Benson, Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce
Secretary: Dawn McNay, City of Pittsburg Commission
Treasurer: Rick Simoncic, Frontenac Schools
Alysia Johnson, Fort Scott Community College

of our
students feel

Bruce Blair, Crawford County Commission

THEY LEARNED VALUABLE
LIFE SKILLS AT CTEC

Greg Gorman, Northeast School District

Doug Fischer, Kansas Crossing Casino
Kaci Coots, Southeast Schools
Michael Wolownik, Crawford County Commission (Appointee)
Mike Elder, St. Mary’s Colgan
Mark Johnson, Business Education Alliance
Rich Proffitt, Pittsburg Community Schools
Robert Frisbee, PSU College of Technology
Suzy Boldrini, Crawford County Commission (Appointee)
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Pittsburg, Kansas 66762
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www.sekctec.com
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