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CTEC is a non-profit alliance that
connects motivated individuals
to meaningful careers through
educational partnerships. We are
the vital link that connects local
high schools to accredited trades
education, thanks state funding
and private donors.

At CTEC, we

know that there are many
roads to success, and we’re
here to help our students find
theirs.

STUDENTS

ON THE

RISE
Our students have goals, and
they’re going after them in full
force. Thanks to CTEC and its
donors, local students have free
and accessible trades education.
They know that all they have to
focus on is working hard and
beginning their rise to success.
This annual report is dedicated to

THEIR STORIES &
THOSE WHO MAKE THEM POSSIBLE WITH THEIR GENEROSITY.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As I begin my second year as the Executive Director of the Southeast
Kansas Career and Technical Education Center of Crawford County
(CTEC), I cannot help but reflect in amazement on all of the things
that we’ve accomplished at CTEC in the last 365 days. So much
can happen in a year when you have hope, drive, and the desire
to rise. Our students demonstrate this each day in the classroom,
and their progress throughout the year is nothing short of inspiring.
Today, with her permission, I would like to share one student’s storya story that really shows the difference that 365 days can make in
someone’s life.
In September 2017, “Jane” was in serious trouble. She was a
mother of young children, an alcoholic, and trapped in an abusive
relationship. Jane was at a critical point in her life. It was at this
low point, that Jane decided to live. First, she checked herself into
a rehab facility. Then, after her release, she came to CTEC to begin
her GED.
While at CTEC, Jane focused on her sobriety and family’s future. She
moved away from her abuser, studied every day, and put everything
she had into building a better life for her family. During this time, Jane was introduced to other
programs offered at CTEC. After learning that there was a serious shortage of skilled laborers
within the construction industry, Jane decided to take a leap of faith.
Through the “A-OK” program, Jane earned a scholarship and enrolled in construction trades
courses on our campus. She did well in her coursework, and decided to pursue a career as
a carpenter. As the semester drew to a close, I helped Jane find a summer job with a local
construction company. The summer flew by, and her experience, as well as the work she

“

So much can
happen in a year
when you have
hope, drive, and
the desire to rise.

continued to do at CTEC each morning, prepared her to land a permanent job with a larger
local contractor.
Earlier this fall, Jane shared with me that she had just reached her first year of sobriety, and together, we celebrated! She is thriving on
our campus, working to complete her GED, learning new skills, and spending her spare time in our shop building projects for her kids.
Jane asked that I share her experience because, without CTEC, she said her story could have had a very different ending.
Stories like this one are sadly not uncommon at CTEC - so many of our students face major challenges in their everyday lives. CTEC’s
impact is enormous, however, and only made possible by the generous partners and donors who have invested in their unseen
neighbors. On the following pages, you’ll learn more about our students determined to rise above their circumstances, and build a
future they’re proud of. If you have any questions about how CTEC serves, or are interested in partnering with CTEC, I would certainly
appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and show you the difference you can make here too.

Kris Mengarelli
CTEC Executive Director
krism@sekctec.com

I

office: 620.232.5644

I

mobile: 620.249.9594

HOW OUR PROGRAM

WORKS

CTEC PARTNERS with local high schools, creating class

schedules that allow their students to participate in courses on
our campus. These courses are offered thanks to a dynamic
partnership with Fort Scott Community College (FSCC), a local,
accredited community college which supplies instructors.

OUR GOAL :

DUAL
ENROLLMENT

is a cornerstone for
success within our
program. 70% of students

to connect motivated individuals to meaningful careers
through educational partnerships.
CTEC PAYS for all expenses associated

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

with high school students’ coursework and
tuition that exceed the State of Kansas’
‘Excel in Career and Technical Education’
funding program.

at CTEC
are enrolled
not only in
high school
courses, but
also with
FSCC for

college credit. This
allows students to
earn college credits
while still in
high school.

is an important
part of our
program.
We believe
to learn more about who we serve and what courses are
connecting
taught on our campus!
students to their
communities is a
a vital part of developing well-rounded
CTEC CONNECTS students with the next
individuals. CTEC helps bridge the gap
step in their journey whether that’s college or
between students and various community
local employers seeking reliable individuals seeking
organizations by facilitating educational
reliable individuals with the skillsets taught on
community service projects.
CTEC’s campus.

KEEP READING

6 primary courses

PLANT
SCIENCE

6 SCHOOL DISTRICTS
PARTICIPATE IN CTEC’S
PROGRAMMING EACH YEAR!
Frontenac Schools
Girard USD 248
Northeast USD 246
Pittsburg Community Schools
Southeast USD 247
St. Mary’s Colgan Schools

“

CTEC allows our students
to access unprecedented
resources and college credits
that wouldn’t be easily
available to them otherwise.
This program is a gamechanger for some of our kids.
-Blaise Bauer
Superintendent of Schools
Girard USD 248

RECORD YEAR! We had 217 students enrolled this year!

217

get the opportunity to take classes at CTEC, you’ve
“gottaIf you
take it. We’re learning the skills we need to set us up in our
careers and we’re getting college credits for free. CTEC is the
kind of opportunity more students need to take advantage of.”

99

%

of students
polled said

CALEB

THEY LEARNED
VALUABLE LIFE
SKILLS AT CTEC.

75

%

of students
polled said

THEY WANT TO
PURSUE A SKILLED

TRADES CAREER!

WHO WE SERVE

70

%

of students on our campus

are

HIGH SCHOOLERS

EARNING FREE COLLEGE CREDITS

ANGELA s
RISE

ANGELA’S GRADE
11th Grade
ANGELA’S GOAL
Become an Equine Veterinarian that
builds her own practice.
ANGELA SAYS THANKS
“I can’t say thank you enough to the
donors that make CTEC possible. This
program means the world to so many
of us. There would be so many lost
kids around here if it wasn’t for CTEC.”

I love classes at CTEC because I get to do
“hands-on
lessons five days a week instead of
just one. One day I want to be a veterinarian
that works with horses and build my practice
myself. Thanks to CTEC’s welding courses, I’ll
be able to weld my own corrals, rather than
hiring someone to do it. I’ll be so proud looking
at that corral each day, knowing I built it myself.
Not a lot of veterinarians or women could say
they built their building with their own hands.”

WELDING
PROGRAM

The welding courses offered at CTEC are a consistent
favorite among students. Nearly 70 students took courses
on our campus this past year. Enrollment has steadily
increased over the past two semesters, so in the summer
of 2018, CTEC added 5 additional welding booths to
accommodate this growing program.
During each class session, students plan and fabricate
a wide range of assignments under the supervision of
Davis Oheme, their instructor. Their growth each semester
is truly inspiring, and many of our students pursue
certifications they can use with local employers.
Students that earn certificates from the welding program
at CTEC quickly find positions with local fabrication
companies. Many of these companies have begun to turn
to CTEC to help connect them with motivated employees
that will help them overcome the skilled labor shortage.

PEYTON
have a natural talent
“for Iwelding
I wouldn’t have
discovered if it wasn’t for
CTEC. Knowing I can get the
free training I need while I’m in
high school really takes a lot
of pressure off my chest.”

65

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

47

STUDENTS

ENROLLED IN THE
FALL 2018 SEMESTER

26

CERTIFICATES
EARNED

The Carpentry Program at CTEC is an incredible success, with students hammering out
wins at regional and national SkillsUSA competitions and beyond. Our Carpentry students,
under the direction of instructor Kim Coates, have won 5 gold medals, 3 silver medals and
one bronze medal at recent SkillsUSA competitions. We couldn’t be more proud of their
performance.
In the fall of 2018, CTEC students built a gazebo at the Community Health Center of
Southeast Kansas. This project sits alongside an incredible pirate ship playhouse the class
built earlier in the year.
When our students aren’t putting their skills to use on community service projects or
preparing for future SkillsUSA competitions, you’ll find them working for local employers or
planning for their future as small business owners.

CARPENTRY
PROGRAM

48
9

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

5

ASSOCIATE
DEGREES
EARNED

8

NCCER

CERTIFICATIONS
EARNED

WiLl s
RISE

knew I wouldn’t be the
“typeI ofalways
person to sit in an office. I love
being outside, working with my hands,
and solving problems. One day I want
to own my own construction company
thanks to the skills I’ve learned here.”

WILL’S GRADE
11th Grade
WILL’S GOAL
Start a Construction Company
WILL SAYS THANKS
“Thank you for giving to make this program
happen. I can’t imagine what it’s like to donate so
generously like that. Maybe one day, when I own
my own company, I can support a program like
CTEC and help a kid the way you helped me.”

KYLIE s
RISE

people would freak out if
“theirMost
car broke down in the middle of
nowhere, but I can fix my car myself,
thanks to this class. That gives me
confidence. I won’t have to wait around
KYLIE’S GRADE
11th Grade

for someone to come help me out. I’ve
learned what to do thanks to CTEC.”

KYLIE’S GOAL
To learn to maintain her car and teach her
family how to take care of their vehicles
KYLIE SAYS THANKS
“Being able to experience new courses like the
ones at CTEC while we are in school for free
is really cool. Some kids probably wouldn’t try
these courses because they couldn’t afford it, so
I’m grateful to those who give so we can learn.”

10

AUTO TECH
PROGRAM

The Automotive Technology (Auto Tech) courses at
CTEC give students a chance to roll up their sleeves and
get their hands dirty. During these classes, instructor
Adam Nunn teaches students how to maintain and repair
vehicles. They work on a range of makes and models,
from classroom demonstration vehicles to community
members’ cars. The donated proceeds from their work
contributes to SkillsUSA travel expenses.
Auto Tech courses are the second most popular on our
campus, with 60+ students enrolled. There are four
sections of this course offered to students, the capstone: a
real internship with a local garage.
Alan is a student currently enrolled in the fourth section
of our Auto Tech program. DThroughout the semester, he
works alongside local mechanics who show him how to
thrive in an operating automotive shop.

ALAN
CTEC helped get me an
“
internship at a garage here in
town. Most students my age
don’t get the chance to have
that real world experience,
but I’m over here working in a
local business, learning, four
days a week! ”

61

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

43

NEW
STUDENTS
ENROLLED IN 2018

19

MICRO

CERTIFICATES
EARNED

MASON s RISE
I’m going to start my own
“construction
company one day.
Build it from the ground up. I like to
help people, and it feels good know
that when someone says they need
something built that you can say, “I can
do that for ya, no problem.”

MASON’S GRADE
12th Grade
MASON’S GOAL
Own a Construction & Masonry Company
MASON SAYS THANKS
“I wish I could shake the hands of the
people that donate to CTEC. They‘ve made
a big difference in our future, and they don’t
even know us.”

We take a great deal of pride in our masonry program around here. The masonry courses on CTEC’s campus
are the only community college-level masonry courses offered within the entire state of Kansas. Our team,
led by instructor Nacoma Oheme, is working hard to equip students with the skills they need to thrive in a
profession experiencing the most severe labor shortage of the past 100 years.
Students in the masonry program are showing up, not only learn, but to win. Last semester, our students won
gold medals in both the high school and post-secondary divisions of the State SkillsUSA competition.
We couldn’t be more proud of what our masonry students are accomplishing, not only in the competition
arena, but right here in our own community. Masonry students recently volunteered to build a butterfly garden
in a local park, and poured a new sidewalk for a local Vietnam veteran.
These students are making a difference within our community, and soon, within the industry itself.

MASONRY

PROGRAM

15

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

3

VOLUNTEER

SERVICE PROJECTS
COMPLETED IN 2018

3

CERTIFICATES
EARNED

PEPPER s
RISE

PEPPER’S GRADE
College Freshman
PEPPER’S GOAL
Become a Kansas-based HVAC
Service Technician
PEPPER SAYS THANKS
“All of us at CTEC are so grateful for
the donors that make this happen. Their
generosity allows us to focus on learning,
and not worry as much about tuition or all
the extra expenses we would have to pay
for equipment without their help.”

Pepper is one of our post-secondary
“students.
It’s only his first year in the HVAC
program, but he’s caught on fast.
Pepper takes classes at CTEC full-time, while
working a part-time job and bull riding on the
weekends. He’s got a full schedule, but you can
tell that learning the trade is his top priority.
When he steps foot on our campus, he’s ready
to learn.”

- Kris Mengarelli,
CTEC Executive Director

HVAC

PROGRAM
Enrollment in our HVAC Program has doubled over the past
year. We attribute part of this growth to our decision to open
up the program to high school-aged students in 2018.
Each semester, Chris Sterrett, HVAC instructor, teaches his
students a wide range of skills, from basic electrical and
refrigeration skills to technical HVAC system design. Students
in his class recently partnered with Habitat for Humanity, an
organization that builds affordable housing for low-income
community members.
We are proud to announce that each student in our HVAC
program was certified this past year. Today, you’ll find some of
them working towards their Associate Degree, while working
alongside local HVAC contractors.

PEPPER
from Wichita, and
“we I’m
have nothing like CTEC
there. If I knew a high school
student who could take these
classes for free, I would tell
them to jump at the chance!
Opportunities like the ones
offered here at CTEC don’t
come up every day, and you
have to go for it!”

18

STUDENTS

ENROLLED IN
SPRING 2018 SEMESTER

20

STUDENTS

ENROLLED IN
FALL 2018 SEMESTER

8

CERTIFICATES
EARNED

TYLER s RISE
I wake up and look forward to
“coming
to CTEC. Whether we’re in the
shop or in the greenhouse, we’re all
having a great time. We really enjoy
learning and working together around
here. Its almost like a family.”

TYLER’S GRADE
11th Grade
TYLER’S GOAL
Work in the Construction Industry
TYLER SAYS THANKS
“This program is so important to all of us
students. We love it here and that wouldn’t
be possible without donors or our awesome
teachers. I can’t thank them all enough.”

CTEC unveiled it’s Plant Science course in
2018. Students split their time between the
classroom and the nearby high tunnel, where
they grow a range of produce.
Julie Ramage serves as the instructor for
this course, where she teaches students the
basics of the Plant Science field.
Over the past year over 1,000 pounds of
produce were grown on our campus. This
produce was grown, harvested and donated
by our students to a local food pantry for
those in need.

PLANT SCIENCE
PROGRAM

7

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

1100

POUNDS

OF PRODUCE DONATED
TO CHARITY IN 2018

The Board of Directors and I take financial responsibility very seriously.
“We strive
to offer our students the best facilities and equipment, and avoid
unnecessary expenses whenever possible. Currently, the Board and I are
developing a strategic plan that will help us continue to maximize the effective
use of CTEC’s finances. CTEC is growing, and we want to develop a strong
financial plan that will allow us to expand our programming in unison with student
interest, workforce demands, and donor funding.”

- Kris Mengarelli,
CTEC Executive Director

OUR
SPENDING

7.20%

SCHOLARSHIPS

6.74%
UTILITIES

8.60%

OPERATING
EXPENSES

31.4%
FINANCE

1.04%

MARKETING

34.6%

CONSTRUCTION &
RENOVATION

10.33%

SALARIES

$155,038

went to
FINANCING COSTS
ASSOCIATED
WITH BUILDING &
STUDENT EQUIPMENT
IMPROVEMENTS

$35,500
went to

STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIPS
& STUDENT FEES

$170,690
went to

CONSTRUCTION
& RENOVATION
EXPENSES

“ THANK
YOU

FOR
YOUR
SUPPORT

OUR GENEROUS DONORS
Bicknell Family Foundation
Kansas Crossing Casino
USD 250 Foundation
City of Pittsburg
Crawford County, Kansas

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Blaise Bauer, President
Blake Benson, Vice-President
Dawn McNay, Secretary
Fred Geier, Treasurer
Suzy Boldrini
Kaci Coots
Tim Dawsey
Mike Elder
Doug Fisher
Greg Gorman
Alysia Johnston
Mark Johnson
Rich Proffitt
Rick Simoncic
Michael Wolownik
Carl Wood

means the world to so
“manyCTEC
of us. I would give every
donor a big hug if I could, and tell
them thank you for helping us
learn. There would be so many
lost kids if it wasn’t for CTEC.

- Angela

26

1301 East 27th Terrace
Pittsburg, Kansas 66762
( 620) 232-5644
www.sekctec.com
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